
   
 

Leeds Carnival 50 Heritage Exhibitions Curator  
Reports to: Leeds West Indian Carnival Programme Director and The Tetley Creative Director 

Fee: £8,000, to include any travel and expenses (with a separate exhibition budget)  

Timescale: March to November 2017 

Deadline for Applications: 10am Friday 10 March 2017 

Interviews: Thursday 16 March at The Tetley, Leeds, or via Skype if necessary 

 

Introduction 

 

In 2017 Leeds West Indian Carnival (LWIC) celebrates its 50th anniversary. To commemorate this historic milestone, 

LWIC is programming Leeds Carnival 50, a series of events and projects that will celebrate the anniversary and will 

attract a wide range of audiences from Leeds, Yorkshire and beyond. 

 

LWIC has been awarded an Our Heritage grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for the Leeds Carnival 50 

Heritage project which will showcase the Carnival’s heritage and history and is partnering with The Tetley to 

realise an exhibition of archival material, including photography, film, costume, ephemera and artefacts exploring 

the history of LWIC. The exhibition will open in August and run until mid-October. Alongside this main exhibition, a 

touring version will be realised and satellite exhibitions will be held in public spaces, such as community centres, 

sporting events, arts venues, shopping centres and festivals.  

 

The exhibition activity will complement Carnival Chronicles which will support volunteers to collect oral histories 

which will then be brought to life in performances to be staged at community venues. 

 

LWIC and The Tetley are currently seeking a curator to work with the LWIC and other members of the Leeds 

Carnival 50 team to research and realise the static and touring exhibitions. Desk space and curatorial support will 

be provided by The Tetley. 

 

Role Description 

 

The Curator will create the content for the ’50 Years of Leeds Carnival’ exhibition at The Tetley, and accompanying 

touring exhibition, exploring the heritage of Leeds West Indian Carnival in its 50th year. The Curator will:  

 Work with the Carnival Committee, the Carnival Chronicles Coordinator (who will work with 

volunteers to collect oral histories) and Programme Director to draw out the key themes for 

the exhibition and the ways in which the other strands of Leeds Carnival 50 Heritage 

combine to produce a heritage focused tribute to 50 years of Leeds Carnival.  

 Work with the Carnival Chronicles Coordinator, key individuals, partners, stakeholders and 

volunteers to research and source original artefacts and archive material that will help to 

illustrate the key themes of the exhibition.  

 Produce an interpretation strategy.  

 Undertake primary and secondary research in order to generate content for the exhibition.  

 Create and/or produce original content and interpretation to tell a compelling story that 

engages diverse audiences.  

 Work with the Project Designer to ensure the “look and feel” of the exhibition reflects the 

key themes of the exhibition.  

 Work with Committee members, the Carnival Chronicles Coordinator and others to identify 

and use the best material collected by volunteers and other participants. 



 Work with the Project Designer to create a budget plan that includes costs for loans and 

insurance, mounting and display requirements, packing and any transportation costs.  

 Work with the Website Developer/Manager to ensure successful integration of digital 

elements within the exhibition as well as producing content to be used on the website.  

 Coordinate licensing, loan agreements and insurance for all objects / archival material 

whether loaned by individuals or organisations. 

 Ensure any necessary items are cleared for copyright or licensing.  

 

Person Specification 

 

You will have experience of assisting on, or curating, exhibitions of historical material with wide appeal that 

engage diverse audiences. You will have worked on complex projects with multiple partners, and be highly 

organised, adept at prioritising tasks and organising your time. You should have experience of working with 

archival and historic material, of sourcing original artefacts, as well as writing and producing multi-media 

interpretation. You will have a keen interest in, and knowledge of, Caribbean heritage in the UK and be a 

passionate advocate for communicating Caribbean culture to a wide audience. 

 

You will be a creative curator and a skilled communicator, with a flexible and self-motivated approach to the role. 

 

How to Apply 

 

Please submit your CV and a covering letter outlining your skills and experience for the role, to info@thetetley.org 

by 10am Friday 10 March. 

 

Interviews will be held in person at The Tetley, Leeds, or via Skype if necessary, on Thursday 16 March. 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

 

About Leeds West Indian Carnival (LWIC)              

 

One of the North’s biggest events and held annually on August Bank Holiday Monday, Leeds West Indian Carnival 

was founded in 1967 by Arthur France and Caribbean nationals studying in Leeds as a remedy for homesickness 

and showcase for their heritage and culture. The first Carnival in the UK to incorporate all three essential elements 

of authentic Caribbean carnival – costumes, music and a masquerade procession - it is Europe’s longest running 

Caribbean carnival parade and the biggest outside London.  

 

Featuring warm up events including the UK’s biggest Carnival King & Queen Costume show, LWIC brings 

phenomenal costumes, rhythmic steel pan and soca music together with the arts, crafts and cuisine of the 

Caribbean. Anticipation for the jaw dropping display of colour and sheer joy that winds its way through the streets 

of Leeds, builds with events that present the best of carnival culture.  

 

A much loved feature of the Leeds cultural landscape, huge audiences flock to its annual procession and associated 

events over the August Bank Holiday weekend. In recent years, the Carnival has extended its reach and now 

delivers year round activity. Plans are underway for citywide celebrations to mark the Carnival’s landmark 50th 

anniversary celebrations in 2017.  

 

www.leedscarnival.co.uk  

 

 

 



Caribbean Carnival in the UK 

 

Caribbean Carnival was introduced to England by first generation migrants from the Caribbean, many of whom 

remain involved today. The origins, traditions and socio-political histories of Caribbean Carnival rest with this aging 

and diminishing generation.  

 

Though the manifestation of Carnival differs from place to place, Caribbean Carnival comprises a number of key 

elements. Leeds prides itself on being the Carnival which most closely reflects authentic Caribbean traditions, 

these being -  Masquerade, colour, disguise, freedom and transformation. 

 

In addition, and as reflected in our Artistic Principles, for us Carnival,  

 

*  Is an outdoor spectacle which should include a procession of costumed troupes and individuals, accompanied by 

the musical genres of Caribbean carnival including soca, calypso and pan, (from sound systems and steel bands), 

and a stage show;  

 

*  As a celebration of emancipation, is rooted in a legacy of slavery and represents an opportunity for liberation - 

at least for one day;  

 

* Should be accessible to anyone who wants to experience it; age, background and social class etc. should not be 

barriers to taking part. However, it should retain a feeling of Caribbean culture;  

 

*  Should include ready access to food, drink and other entertainment;  

 

* Is influenced by a number of themes, not least Caribbean/African folklore and history  

 

*  Comprises a range of art forms including music. For us, and to reflect authentic Carnival in the Caribbean, the 

musical input on the road is primarily and exclusively steel pan, Soca and Calypso. Other art / craft forms include 

dance, costumes props as well as design and manufacture of structures;  

 

*  Is an art form – or a combination of art forms – which requires full participation from its audience. Unlike many 

other art forms, the delineation between audience and performer is permeable and the audience contributes to 

the spectacle. 

 

About Leeds Carnival 50 Heritage Programme 

 

Leeds Carnival 50, is a series of events and projects being staged in 2017 to celebrate the historic 50th anniversary 

milestone.  The Leeds Carnival 50 Heritage programme will celebrate and showcase the Carnival’s heritage and will 

include an exhibition at The Tetley, and a touring satellite exhibition. 

 

Leeds Carnival 50 Heritage activity comprises three key components which combine and interconnect to create an 

engaging and accessible programme of work which will appeal to a range of audiences in Leeds, Yorkshire and 

beyond. 

 

'50 Years of Leeds Carnival' Exhibition, August – October 2017 

Incorporating a number of strands digital and physical, including photography, costumes, 

ephemera/artefacts and more with symposia and other events including a satellite version of the 

exhibition which will ensure that it is accessible to a range of audiences across a variety of locations. As 

well as 'traditional' exhibition spaces, this might include transportation hubs, sporting events, arts 

providers, shopping centres and other events and festivals and online presence on our website 

www.leedscarnival.co.uk .  

 



The exhibition will form a key part of The Tetley’s programme from August to October 2017, and will 

be complemented by an exhibition of contemporary visual art shown alongside the archival 

exhibition. Other partners include the West Yorkshire Archive Services (WYAS) and the Oral History 

Society who will support the delivery of archive skills training for volunteers. 

 

A series of accompanying public programmes will take place at The Tetley, Leeds University and in 

communities, including writing masterclasses delivered by writers whose origins are in the 

Caribbean, symposium and performance on the history of steel pan, workshops for children and 

families and delivered by Carnival artists. 

 

Curate existing and planned oral histories, press cutting and other archival materials recorded by 

the BBC and others. 

Key partners for this element of the project are BBC North (BBC Radio Leeds and Look North) and 

Yorkshire Evening Post (YEP). The BBC has already collated a number of oral histories, has produced 

a short film documenting the history of LWIC and holds a vast range of archival footage. Similarly 

YEP has agreed access to its considerable press cuttings and photographic archive. 

 

The Curator will work with the BBC, Yorkshire Evening Post, West Yorkshire Archive Service and 

others to extract, gather and collate archival materials which will be incorporated into the exhibition 

and its accompanying digital materials. Content will also be generated by a call out to Caribbean 

communities, Carnival enthusiasts and photographers and videographers. 

 

Carnival Chronicles – a programme which includes opportunities for volunteers to acquire heritage 

skills associated with collecting oral histories, transcription and heritage research. The resulting 

research will inform the narrative of a devised piece which will bring the oral histories to life.  

 

About The Tetley 

 

The Tetley is a centre for contemporary art in the heart of Leeds’ South Bank. Housed in the 1931 headquarters of 

the Joshua Tetley & Son brewery, The Tetley opened in 2013 as a gallery with a learning studio, work space for the 

creative industries, restaurant and bar. Described by the London Evening Standard as “the heart and soul of Leeds' 

art scene” The Tetley's programme of exhibitions, residencies and events aim to inspire and bring audiences closer 

to art and artists, support the production of new work and develop artists' practice.  

 

Through our exhibition programme we provide new routes into contemporary art, connecting art and artists to 

regional archives and collections, uncovering hidden histories and making links to the city’s rich and diverse past.  

 

thetetley.org 

 

 About the Heritage Lottery Fund 

Our Heritage applications are assessed in two rounds. A first-round pass is given when HLF has endorsed 
outline proposals and earmarked funding. A first-round pass may also include an immediate award to fund 
the development of the project. Detailed proposals are then considered by HLF at second-round and as long 
as plans have progressed satisfactorily and according to the original proposal, an award for the project is 
confirmed. 

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect 
the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we 
love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk.  Follow us on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram and use #HLFsupported. 
 

 

 


